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EDITORIAL

Two-year retrospective analysis of the international impact 

of Journal of Optometry: part II

Análisis retrospectivo del impacto internacional de Journal of Optometry 

durante dos años: parte II

This Editorial is a complementary part  of the one published in 
the previous number of  Journal  of  Opt omet ry (2010;Vol.3: 
Issue 4). 1 In that  document, we have shown the wide current  
internat ional audience of  Journal of  Opt omet ry in terms of 
country of origin of readers visit ing the webpage and authors 
submit t ing manuscripts. In the present  editorial we present  a 
more in dept h analysis of  t he out comes of  manuscript s 
submit t ed t o t he Journal as wel l  as t he index of  cit at ion 
achieved during the fi rst  2 years since fi rst  publicat ion.

Previous dat a showed us t hat  Uni t ed St at es,  Uni t ed 
Kingdom,  Canada and Aust ral ia,  France,  Germany,  Hong 
Kong or  t he Net her lands and Spain were some of  t he 

20 count r ies wi t h more int ensive act ivi t y in t erms of 
submissions t o Journal  of  Opt omet ry. 1 This support s t he 
numbers reported in Figure 1 for the 20 count ries present ing 
t he highest  publ icat ion rates for art icles accepted in t he
Journal  of  Opt omet ry over the fi rst  two years of  l ife.  It  is 
remarkable t hat  bet ween 70 t o 80 % of  t he manuscript s 
submit t ed bet ween 2008 and 2010 are Original  Art icles 
(Figure 2) showing a t rend to increase in this number from 
2009 to 2010. This is somewhat  representat ive of the leading 
nature of  Journal  of  Opt omet ry as a vehicle to widespread 
st at e-of -t he-art  knowledge in t he f ields covered by t he 
scope of the Journal.
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Figure 1 Dist ribut ion of manuscripts published by count ry of 

origin (only t op 20 are report ed) of  f irst  aut hor during f irst  

2 years (8 issues). Source:  Journal of  Opt omet ry.
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Figure 2 Proport ion of  Original Art icles being submit t ed t o 

Journal  of  Opt omet ry during fi rst  2 years.  Source:  Journal  of  

Opt omet ry.
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Regarding rej ect ion rat es,  a measure of  t he Journal 
select ivity, this number has increased from about  30 to 40 % 
by 2008 and 2009 to 64 % by 2010 as shown in Figure 3. This 
value is in good agreement  wit h t hose reported for other 
well recognized leading j ournals in the fi eld of Optomet ry, 
Ophthalmology and Visual Sciences.

Again,  most  of  t he ar t i cles publ ished in Jour nal  of  

Opt omet ry are Original Art icles account ing for 75 % of  al l 
published papers. Reviews represent  15 % and Case Reports 
represent  the remaining 10 %. This is in good agreement  with 

t he dist r ibut ion of  manuscr ipt s submi t t ed by t ype of 
submission as previously stated (Figure 4).

Wi t h no doubt  t he peer-review process is t he most  
import ant  element  in t he success of  a scient ifi c j ournal. 
This is t he case also for Journal  of  Opt omet ry.  Since t he 
j ournal  has been est abl ished,  over 400 invi t at ions have 
been done to almost  300 reviewers in 30 dif ferent  count ries. 
Figure 5 shows the dist ribut ion of  reviewers by count ry of 
origin.  This informat ion is an anonymous t ribut e t o t heir 
support ,  which along with members of  the Editorial Board 
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Figure 3 Rej ect ion and acceptance rates. Source:  Journal  of  

Opt omet ry.
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Figure 4 Types of manuscripts published from 2008 t il l 2010. 

Let ters to editor and editorials not  considered.  Source:  Journal 

of  Opt omet ry.
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Figure 5 Dist ribut ion of reviewers part icipat ing in the peer-review process for Journal of  Opt omet ry by count ry of origin.
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informat ion in t he sense of  a ranking but  t o measure t he 
impact  the j ournal has in the community.

We can conclude that  the fi rst  two years of life of  Journal 

of  Opt omet ry have been somewhat  atypical considering the 
global  impact  achieved in such a short  period of  t ime. 
Despite we are aware that  these are j ust  the fi rst  steps in a 
long way to the consolidat ion of the j ournal, there is st rong 
evidence that  the Journal of  Opt omet ry will become in the 
next  few years as a leading member of  t he quit e reduced 
group of  peer-reviewed j ournals in the fi eld of  Optomet ry 
and Visual  Science.  This won’ t  be possible wi t hout  t he 
conf idence of  t he Aut hors t hat  submit  t heir high-qual i t y 
manuscript s,  Reviewers and Editorial Board Members that  
of fers us t he gif t  of  t heir expert ise in t he wide variet y of 
fi elds within the scope of the j ournal and the st rong support  
of  t he Spanish General  Counci l  of  Opt omet ry and i t s 
members.
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represent  the widespread of the peer-review process across 
the World.

Finally, a good measure of the internat ional impact  of the 

Journal  of  Opt omet ry is t he number of  cit at ions made by 
other j ournals to art icles published. This has been est imated 
using Scopus database (www.scopus.com). Of the 58 art icles 
published in the fi rst  2 years since fi rst  publicat ion (8 issues), 
over 75 cit at ions have been done by art icles published in 
other j ournals (this excludes self-citat ions made in Journal  

of  Opt omet ry t o own art icles);  t hese numbers report  only 
cit at ions t o Case Report s,  Reviews and Original  Art icles. 
These met rics are usually considered to measure and rank 
t he impact  fact or of  scient if ic publ icat ions world-wide.  2 
Figure 6 displays t he number  of  ci t at ions t o ar t i cl es 
published during 2008, 2009 and 2010 (only fi rst  two issues). 
Obviously,  t he older t he publ icat ion t he higher rat e of 
citat ions obtained and this is the reason why 2010 art icles 
have col lect ed such a f ew number of  ci t at ions so f ar. 
However,  overal l  t he number of  ci t at ions done by ot her 
j ournals to art icles published in Journal  of  Opt omet ry are 
signifi cant ly high considering the brief period of t ime since 
f i rst  publ ished and is wel l  above t he number of  art icles 
publ ished which means an accumulated index of  cit at ion 
during fi rst  2 years over 1 citat ion received per each art icle 
published. If  we account  also for self-citat ions and citat ions 
t o Edit orials and Let t ers t o Edit ors,  t he numbers exceed 
those presented here.  However,  t he authors acknowledge 
that  present  calculat ions do not  pretend to ext rapolate any 
impact  factor or related met ric that  could be used by other 
inst itut ions. 2,3 The reader must  should not  understand this 
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Figure 6 Cit at ions received by papers publ ished in Journal 

of  Opt omet ry.  Only fi rst  two issues of 2010 are included.


